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NOTES 



THE Bulletin has found so hearty an 
appreciation, and its usefulness has 
been so well demonstrated in the first 
number, that it has been decided to pub- 
lish it bi-monthly, so that the second num- 
ber shall be issued on January i, igo6, 
instead of at the end of the quarter, as at 
first intended. The subscription price has 
been fixed at fifty cents a year, and single 
numbers will be sold at ten cents. 

Library Supplement. — With the March 
Bulletin there will be pubHshed a supple- 
ment devoted to the interests of the Museum 
library. This will contain a history of the 
collection, written by the Honorary Libra- 
rian, Mr. William L. Andrews, a list of 
recent accessions, a list of donors, and a 
bibliography of the Library's resources in 
some subject of current interest. 

The primary object of such a pubKcation 
is to bring to the attention of our members 
and to students, a knowledge of the impor- 
tant place which our library holds in the 
administration of the Museum, and the 
opportunity for its wider use. In addition 
to this it will show to the other libraries of 
the city and vicinity the field covered by 
our activities. 

Index to Museum Collections. — 
There is issued with this number of the 
Bulletin, an index to the collections of the 
Museum, in which it is sought to bring 
together in a compact form, a list of all of 
the subjects to be seen or studied in the 
Museum. This guide is arranged in such 
away, that with its aid, the objects may be 
easily found even where, owing to limita- 
tions of space or terms of gifts, objects of 
the same class are widely scattered over the 
two floors of the building. 



Museum Bulletins. — Public libraries 
have long recognized the importance of a 
printed bulletin as a means of communica- 
tion between them and their readers, and at 
the present time there is scarcely a library 
of importance that does not issue its month- 
ly periodical. The museums were slow to 
adopt this valuable and well-tried hint of- 
fered to them by their sister institutions, 
for it was not until April, 1900, when the 
American Museum of Natural History 
issued "The American Museums Journal," 
that the first bulletin appeared. In 
January, 1903, the Pennsylvania Museum 
of Arts issued the first number of its bulle- 
tin, which was the first attempt at such 
a publication by an art museum. The 
Boston Museum of Fine Arts and the De- 
troit Museum of Art followed the ex- 
ample of Pennsylvania, in 1903. The 
Brooklyn Academy of Arts and Sciences also 
has a bulletin. The Buffalo Academy of 
Fine Arts pubHshes a magazine called 
Academy Notes and several other museums 
have in contemplation the issuance of quar- 
terlies in bulletin form. These bulletins, 
as well as similar European publications, 
are regularly received by the Metropolitan 
Museum, and are kept on file in the library. 

Reception to Sir Purdon Clarke. — 
What the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
represents to the citizens of New York, how 
closely it is bound to the intellectual and 
social life of the community, in what high 
consideration our new Director is held, was 
shown at the reception given in honor of 
Sir Caspar Purdon Clarke, on the evening of 
November 15, two weeks after his arrival 
in this country to assume the duties as head 
of the Institution. 
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The President and the Board of Trustees 
had issued invitations on a large scale, and 
in addition to the annual and other members 
of the Museum, many hundreds representing 
all phases of New York society were present. 

It is estimated that more than 8,000 
people passed before the President and the 
Director. Among this number were re- 
presentatives of the Municipal authorities, 
the Diplomatic Corps in Washington, the 
Consular Corps in New York, the Museums 
throughout the country, and the Federation 
of Fine Arts of New York. 

The entrance hall of the Museum, as well 
as that part of the Gallery at the head of 
the main staircase where stood the Presi- 
dent, the Director and the Trustees, mem- 
bers of the Reception Committee, was decor- 
ated with Flemish, French, Italian tapestries 
and with thirty crimson damask hangings 
from the Church of Santa Maria Maggiore 
in Rome, which were lent, for the occasion, 
by Messrs. William Baumgarten & Co. ; two 
of the Flemish tapestries of the sixteenth 
century were lent by Messrs Sypher & Co. 
In the Gallery over the Fifth Avenue en- 
trance, the New York Symphony Orchestra 
rendered a classic programme, under the 
direction of the concert master, David 
Mannes. 

Increase of Membership. — Pursuant to 
the resolution adopted by the Executive 
Committee, on October 5, 1905, the special 
method taken to increase the annual income 
of the Museum went into effect after the 
publication of our last issue. 

A circular letter announcing the two new 
classes of membership has been sent to all 
Annual Members. It reads as follows: 

"November 15th, 1905. 
"Sir: 

"We have the honor to inform you that 
you have been nominated both as a Fellow- 
ship and as a Sustaining Member of The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and request 
your acceptance preferably of the former, 
but if not, then certainly of the latter class 
of membership. 

"These new classes of membership, 
which call for a contribution of fioo and 
$25 a year respectively, were created in the 
belief that many who have hitherto been 
only asked to become Annual Members, 
with dues of $10 a year, would be willing to 
give a larger sum to enable the Museum to 
meet its greater needs and avail of its 



greater opportunities. Such contributions 
involve no continual obligation which is not 
terminable at will, and ultimately qualify 
their donors to become Life Members of 
the Corporation. 

"The Museum imperatively requires a 
large increase in its annual resources. The 
income of the Jacob S. Rogers fund can be 
used, according to the terms of this gift, 
only for ' the purchase of rare and desirable 
art objects and books for the library.' The 
appropriation of the City for administrative 
expenses during the current year falls about 
$50,000 short of the estimated expenses of 
the Museum, even on its present basis, and 
this deficit will be largely increased here- 
after with the changes following upon the 
installation of our new Director. 

"As was stated in the Annual Report, 
published in April of the present year: 

' The reorganization and enlargement 
of the Museum force, its development 
on the educational side, and the proper 
use of its present opportunities for 
acquiring additions to its collections, 
necessitates a large increase in its an- 
nual resources, and the assurance that 
this increase will be permanent and can 
be safely counted on from year to year.' 

"A statement of the different classes of 
members and their privileges, as well as 
other facts relating to the Museum, will be 
found in the accompanying folder. 

" You are requested to reply at your early 
convenience, preferably on the enclosed 
printed form. 

" Respectfully yours, 

J. PiERPONT Morgan 
President." 
"Robert W. de Forest, 

"Secretary." 

These nominations have met with a 
hearty response, 117 members having em- 
braced the opportunity to change their annual 
membership for the Sustaining class, and 
48 having become Fellowship members. 

Another letter, somewhat like the above, 
has been mailed to a large number of per- 
sons who are supposed to have the interests 
of the Museum at heart, with the result that 
153 new annual members, 20 new Sustaining 
members, and one new Fellowship member, 
have been received. These members were 
elected by the Trustees at a meeting 
held December 18, and their names will be 
printed in the Annual Report for 1906. 
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The following persons, in recognition of 
their gifts of |i,ooo each, have been elected 
Fellows for Life: 

Catherine A. Bliss 
John D. Crimmins 
Amos F. End 
MuRRY Guggenheim 
William Guggenheim 
Augustus C. Gurnee 
Harry B. Hollins 
John G. McCullough 
Emerson McMillin 
Grant B. Schley 
Francis Lynde Stetson 

The following persons in recognition of 
their gifts of $5,000 each have been elected 
Fellows in Perpetuity: 

George Blumenthal 
George S. Bowdoin. 

The Library. — Two hundred and thirty- 
seven volumes have been added to the 
Library during the past two months. Of 
these twenty-one were gifts from Mr. E. D. 
Adams, Mr. George Hall Baker, Sir C. Pur- 
don Clarke, Mr. Robert W. de Forest, Mr. 
Carlo de Fornaro, Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan, 
Mr. Alfred StiegUtz, and Mr. Sydney 
Vacher. 

When Sir Purdon Clarke was received in 
a farewell audience by the King, his majesty 
announced his desire to show his interest in 
the New York Museum to which Sir Purdon 
was going. As a result of his intentions, we 
have received as a gift through our Ambas- 
sador to the Court of St. James, Mr. White- 
law Reid, two volumes in a series on the 
royal collections at Windsor Castle. These 
are: 

The Armoury of Windsor Castle. Eu- 
ropean section. By Guy Francis Laking, 
M.V.O., F.S.A., Keeper 0} the King's Ar- 
moury. London, MCMIV. {xiv, 283 pp. 
39 P^- Quarto.) 

The Furniture of Windsor Castle. By 
Guy Francis Laking, Keeper of the King's 
Armoury. London, MCMV. (xx, 200pp. 
47 pi. Quarto.) 

The Jacob H. Lazarus Scholarship 
for the Study of Mural Painting. — As 
a result of the fourth competitive examina- 
tions for this scholarship, the award, made 
on December 2, was given to Mr. Paul 
Chalfin by the unanimous vote of the jury. 

Mr. Chalfin is a native of this city, where 



he first studied his art at the National 
Academy of Design and at the Art Students' 
League; later he worked at the Ecole des 
Beaux-Arts in Paris. For the past three 
years he has been curator of Chinese and 
Japanese art at the Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts. 

Attendance. — 57,312 persons visited the 
Museum during the month of November. 
Of this number 24,862 persons came in on 
the four Sunday afternoons. The num- 
ber of admissions from January i to Decem- 
ber I, of this year was 690,624. 

The attendance for November of last year 
was 56,141, and the total admissions from 
January i to December i, 1904, 686,553. 

Acknowledgments. — The Bulletin is 
indebted to Messrs. Curtis and Cameron, of 
Boston, pubhshers of the Copley prints, for 
kind permission to reproduce, in the last 
issue, the portrait of Mr. WiUiam M. Chase 
by John S. Sargent, the copyright for which 
is owned by them. Messrs. Hollinger & Co. 
supplied the portrait of Sir Caspar Purdon 
Clarke, for that number. The other re- 
productions were made by the Museum 
photographer, Charles Balliard. 

THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

AT the meeting of the Board of Trustees, 
held December 18, 1905, Edward 
Robinson, formerly Director of the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston, Mass., was appointed 
Assistant Director of this Museum, a newly- 
created office, of which he is the first in- 
cumbent. The report of the committee on 
Mr. Robinson's election reads as follows : 

"New York, December 15, 1905. 

"To THE Trustees of the Metropolitan 
"Museum of Art: 

Sirs : — 

"Your Committee on Selection of 
Director, Assistant Director and Curators 
recommend the election of Mr. Edward 
Robinson, of Boston, former Director of 
the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, as Assist- 
ant Director, at a salary of |8,ooo per an- 
num, to perform such duties as may be 
assigned to him by the Trustees after full 
conference between the Director and him- 
self. 

"This recommendation is made after full 
conference with our Director, with his en- 
tire concurrence and, indeed, at his desire. 
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